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Happy to hear from you
If you know someone in your community that has an 
interesting story to tell, who’s doing some interesting 
things - we’d love to hear about it. Chances are if you 
think it’s interesting - others will too - and we’re always 
open to ideas for stories, or features here.

Would you like your story, event or advertisement in 
The Aberdeen Whisper? Phone 02 6545 2888 or email:

Advertisements and Editorial - publications@huntervalleyprinting.com.au 
or       sconeadmin@huntervalleyprinting.com.au

Business Directory

you drive it, we fix it

66-68 MacQueen Street Aberdeen
6543 7715        0413 743 955

Stephen McEwan
Lic # MVRL49939

Trading Hours Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm
Open Saturdays by appointment

Lube Service  /  Brakes
Tyres  /  Auto Electrics

Mechanical Repairs  /  Pink Slips
Air-Con Service  /  Batteries

Log Book Services
Official Dealer of Kumho Tyres

6B Wilkins St Muswellbrook

6541 1799

framinggood.com.au

FOUND LOST 
MEMORIES?

huntervalleyprinting.com.au

Aberdeen Library
Opening Hours - Monday: closed, Tuesday: 10.00am – 2.30pm, Wednesday: 2.00pm 
– 6.00pm, Thursday: closed, Friday: 11.30am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm – 5.30pm

Weekly Activities
Storytime: Tuesdays 10.15am – 10.45am

Story and craft activities for preschool aged children.

Tech Help: Tuesdays 1pm – 2pm

Come along for a variety of tech help sessions covering help with devices, setting up/
using email accounts, internet basics and word document basics. Please call the library 
for further details.

Coding: Wednesdays 5pm – 6pm

Coding for junior members using Scratch and Python.

Fortnightly Activities
Family History Research: Fridays 2.30pm – 4.30pm

Help is available to get you started on your journey to Family History Research.

**Bookings are essential for all activities to ensure they remain COVID safe.**

Answers:
1. Germany, Italy, 

and Japan 
2. Honey
3. Mr Potato Head 

from Toy Story
4. 16 points
5. Slovenia
6. Spiny anteater 

and the duck-
billed platypus

7. An Emmy, 
Grammy, 
Oscar, and 
a Tony

8. The Circle 
of Life

9. The 
Autobahn

Whisper Trivia 
1. What countries made up the original Axis powers in 

World War II?

2. Which is the only edible food that never goes bad?

3. What was the fi rst toy to be advertised on television?

4. How many points did Michael Jordan score on his fi rst 
NBA game?

5. In what country would you fi nd Lake Bled?

6. What mammals lay eggs?

7. What awards has an EGOT winner won?

8. What is the name of the fi rst song heard in The Lion 
King? 

9. Which German road is one of the few places on the 
planet without a speed limit?

Council Notes (part one)
Upper Hunter Shire Council held its fi rst ordinary meeting of the new Council, marking 
the start of a term focused on building a resilient, connected community. The meeting 
celebrated signifi cant achievements and approved several important projects set to 
benefi t the region. Key outcomes include:

HONOURING 30 YEARS OF SERVICE – SIMON WALMSLEY
Council proudly recognised Simon Walmsley for his 30 years of dedicated service. 
Simon, a third-generation member of the Walmsley family serving the Merriwa 
community, started his career as a Water & Sewer Operator in 1994 with the former 
Merriwa Shire Council. Now Water & Sewer Supervisor, Simon oversees crucial 
infrastructure for Merriwa, contributing signifi cantly to our local community. 

CELEBRATING YOUNG LEADERS –BMAYOR FOR A DAY COMPETITION 
WINNERS
Council welcomed winners of the Mayor for a Day competition, an initiative for Local 
Government Week that encourages young people to share ideas for enhancing 
their communities. This year’s young Deputy Mayor delivered a heartfelt speech to 
Councillors on supporting animals at the local shelter, highlighting the compassion and 
dedication of our Shire’s future leaders.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
Council confi rmed its upcoming meeting schedule and appointed Councillors to 
various positions within the Corporate Services, Environmental & Community Services, 
and Infrastructure Services Standing Committees, ensuring continued focus on the 
community’s priorities.

APPROVAL OF KEY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Council endorsed several development projects aimed at enhancing facilities across 
the Shire:

• Scone Airport Expansion: Approved construction of new hangars, a workshop, 
and taxiways, expanding functionality while preserving historical features with the 
relocation of a vintage Bellman Hangar

• White Park Arena Extension: Approved an extension to White Park Arena to 
add covered cattle yard space and a water tank, reinforcing White Park as a 
leading equine and event venue

• Campbell’s Corner Library Project: Council approved the next progression of 
the Campbell’s Corner Library project. The major development will involve staged 
renovations, including internal alterations and fi t-out to create modern library 
facilities and public spaces continued on page 6
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Aberdeen Public School
SCHOOL FETE
Congratulations and well done to Year 6 and Mrs Edwards for organising 
and running a very successful school fete. A tradition at APS, the fete 
offers students more than a fun afternoon and a fundraiser. Throughout 
the planning and resourcing process, students learn the value of 
cooperation, communication, collaboration, imagination and refl ection. 
It allows students to be entrepreneurs, bringing their ideas to life and 
reaping the rewards of their hard work. This year, our Year 6 students 
made over $2000 in profi t. This is an amazing effort and is one that would 
not be possible without the support of their parents, fete sponsors and 
staff. Thank you to everyone who helped to make this year’s fete a roaring 
success for Year 6.

NITSUA MURAL
Over the break mural artist, NITSUA, visited our school to work their magic, 
creating this stunning artwork on the retaining wall outside our school hall. 
The mural features industrious bees collecting pollen from native fl owers 
to return to the hive. The hive is representative of our school community 
and the hard-working bees illustrate the signifi cance of everyone playing 
their part. Like a hive, it is the collective efforts of all stakeholders that 
makes our school great because “we are better together”.

UPPER HUNTER INTERSCHOOL PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
Congratulations to Charlie A. who was awarded 1st place in ES1 and 
Scarlet V-H who also came 1st in S2 at Upper Hunter Interschool Public 
Speaking Competition.

PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY
Principal for a Day - Our honorary Principal and Assistant Principals did 
an exceptional job managing and leading the school as principals for a 
day. Their commitment to their roles and responsibilities were admirable. 
After carrying out their duties at the Award Assembly, the leaders checked 
and adjusted their schedules, conducted classroom inspections to ensure 
classroom environments were safe and were pleased to report a score of 
9/10. They monitored learning in classrooms, checking in with students 
to see if they could describe what they were learning about. There were 
several call outs to classrooms to meet our Busy Bees and to support 
teachers with managing behaviours. They bravely made a call of wet 
weather at fi rst break after investigating the playgrounds and determining 
there was too much water laying around. Improvement in the weather, 
meant they reversed this decision for second break. Much to the joy of 
students and teachers.

It was an absolute a privilege to watch this team of inspirational young 
leaders. Their level of communication with each other, their ability to 
work together to solve problems and support each other in the face of 
challenge was second to none. We will continue to work on the school 
improvement project next term as the day was so realistic with numerous 
interruptions. I am so proud of Mr Burton, Mr Dixon, Miss Lane, Mr Cox 
and Miss Bateman-McKenzie for their professionalism and dedication to 
our students, teachers and school community. 
Supplied.
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Bird Counts and Rewilding
by Doctor Dirt

Agriculture

In this episode Doctor Dirt, I cover the important data collection of 
Aussie Bird Counts and Rewilding. It’s the end of October, the count 
is in, no it’s not Halloween the sights of Count Dracula, it is far more 
important than that. It’s the Aussie Bird Native Bird Count.The health 
of an environment is measured through many types of data collection 
and assessments. One of the most reliable and rather easier to collect 
is Bird Counts, which measure the presence, numbers, and range of 
species. Woodland Bird Counts are strong indicators of the condition 
of the environment. The Aussie Bird Count is conducted each year in 
October. This year it was conducted between the 14th and 20th of 
October. It involves any willing participants to take 20 minutes on each 
of these days and record the bird species and the numbers observed. 
The bird count recorded by enthusiasts and property owners was 
43,140,73 this year. Yes, over 43 million native birds.

I have turned my half-hectare house block into a haven for wildlife. 
Planting native trees, shrubs and ground cover. The plants include 
a wide range of number of fl owering native plants, prickly/thorny 
shrubs for small bird protection, and berry/fruit producing plants. I 
have areas of native grasses that provide a source of seed for fi nches. 
The wide number of species fl ower and fruit at various times of the 
year provides a source of feed over a prolonged period. I also provide 
various watering points such as ponds and raised bird baths.This 
is the list of birds have seen in my garden over the past 6 months. 
Zebra Finches, Double Bar Finches, Yellow Thornbills, Superb Fairy 
Wrens, Rainbow Lorikeets, Musk Lorikeets, Galahs, Corellas, Sulphur 

Crested Cockatoos, Pee Wees, Magpies, Currawongs, Brown Honey 
Eaters, Blue Faced Honey Eaters, Noisy Friar Birds, Red Wattlebirds, 
Striped Honey Eaters, Spiny Checked Honey Eaters, White-checked 
Honey Eaters, Silvereyes, Crested Pigeons, Black Faced Cuckoo 
Shrikes, Pied Butcherbirds, Grey Butcherbirds, Australian Ravens, 
Plovers, Brown Falcons, Brown Kites, Swifts, Eastern Barn Owls, 
Tawny Frogmouths, Nankeen Kestrels and Blackbird introduced 
to Australia in 1850s. Unfortunately, Indian Miners and introduced 
species occasionally visit. There are species such as the Brown 
Honey Eater taking up permanent residence. A species not recorded 
in our area before.

I do not understand why more people do not undertake Rewilding. 
Rewilding is a term to bring back native ecosystems. It is important to 
closely align native plants that would originally be in our landscape and 
not plant species that are known to invade bushlands. You may think 
it’s nice to plant foreign-based plants but why not make it a habitat 
for our wildlife? At least establishing some native plants will improve 
the area instead of having a sterile landscape. There have been 
recently 30,000 native plants/trees planted in Southwest Metropolitan 
Sydney, the immediate goal is 170,000 natives to be established in 
the Rewilding Project. This is designed to connect native vegetation 
where they can.  So please join me, make a difference make your 
place look great and consider what our native birds and other species 
need. 

A big thank you to the Warrior Disability Service staff, parents 
and participants for delivering your Whisper. The service offers 
people with disabilities choices through group activities, one-
to-one support, and in-home support. NDIS registered. Sally 
Pereira is the Director of Participant Services. The offi ce is 
situated at Shop 12 Brook Street Plaza, Muswellbrook, 0432 
680 936.

The 2024/2025 season is now in full swing, however it is still not too late to register. 
All registrations are done on line. Before the start of the season in Aberdeen, Archie 
Sellers-Bentley completed in the Treloar Shield held at Maitland and gained a fi rst in 
both shot put and javelin.

Ruby Brochtrup competed at the All Schools Athletics event in Sydney where 
she gained the following results: 100m sprint 11th, high jump 6th 1.50m, triple 
jump 4th 10.79m and long jump where she received a bronze medal for her 3rd 
place, jumping 5.18m. Congratulations to both Archie & Ruby. Also during the off 
season, our club was lucky enough to receive a Junior Sports Grant from Glencore 
– this grant money was used towards the purchase of high jump mats for the 
athletes aged 10 years plus. The equipment arrived just in time for the fi rst night of 
competition where they were put to good use. Thank you Glencore!

At the end of this month a number of Aberdeen athletes will be competing at the 
Hunter Zone Championships in Maitland. They will all be hoping to qualify for the 
next level of championships which will be Region. In order to gain this selection they 
must gain a 1st, 2nd or 3rd placing in the fi nal of their selected event. Good luck to 
all those members competing.

Supplied.

Athletics

2024/2025 Athletics Season

Fishing Grants Opening Soon!
Advance warning that the next funding round for Recreational Fishing Trust Grants 
will open on 6 November. Applications will be for the NSW Government’s new $2 
million recreational fi shing small infrastructure grant program.

The program will allow fi shing clubs, community groups and other organisations to 
apply for funding for grassroots projects. As part of the next round, the government 
will boost communication with all fi shers and clubs so that they know when and 
how to apply for grants to improve their local areas. Further information on fi shing 
grants can be found at: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fi shing/recreational/recreational-
fi shing-fee/licence-fees-at-work/apply-for-funds

Rainbow Lorikeet Superb Fairy Wren
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State Matters with 
Dave Layzell MP
TIMETABLE CHANGES

PUBLIC transport users are being encouraged 
to check their travel plans after timetable 
changes came into effect on Sunday 20 
October.

Major timetable changes for some parts of 
Sydney have had fl ow on impacts for regional 
and outer metropolitan passengers including 
adjustments to Intercity train services on the 
Newcastle-Central Coast and Hunter train lines.

There are some changes to Newcastle and 
Hunter bus timetables for routes that connect 
with train services. Some minor timing changes 
also affect selected NSW TrainLink booked 
regional train and coach services. 

The changes will be updated in the online 
reservation system and affected passengers 
will be contacted.To check timetables go to: 
https://www.transportnsw.info/trip

ON EXHIBITION

Two upcoming exhibitions at Muswellbrook 
Regional Arts Centre will be a focal point for 
local interest.

The Viola Bromley Art Prize 2024 is on show 
between 24 October and 21 December 
celebrating local art across the disciplines 
of painting, works on paper, sculpture and 
photography. 

Open to all artists resident to the Dungog, 
Muswellbrook, Singleton and Upper Hunter 
Shires, the winning acquisitive work from each 

section will be awarded $1,500 and join the 
Muswellbrook Shire Art Collection alongside 
key local artists including Max Watters, James 
Clifford and Viola Bromley herself.

Also on show from 24 October until 15 March 
next year is the exhibition of Our Place: 100 
Years of Martindale Public School. 

To celebrate the centenary Martindale students 
were encouraged to create artworks that 
refl ected what ‘our place’ means to them. 

Martindale Public School Principal Sharon Rivers 
has described Our Place as special and giving a 
sense of belonging and identity. Discover more 
at: https://artgallery.muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au

BOAT SAFETY

Recreational water users are being called on to 
put safety fi rst this boating season.

NSW Maritime, Marine Rescue NSW, NSW 
Police Marine Area Command and Surf Life 
Saving NSW have joined forces to encourage 
the wearing of lifejackets and making sure 
everybody on board a vessel wears one.

Statewide, there were 61 coastal drownings last 
fi nancial year with 13 boating-related fatalities 
on Hunter waterways over the last fi ve years, 
nine of those found to be people not wearing 
a lifejacket.

While the majority of mariners do the right thing, 
the top three offences on Hunter waterways over 
the last fi ve years have been license offences or 
unregistered vessels, lifejacket non-compliance 
and improper or no safety equipment on board.

Water users are encouraged to Log On with 
Marine Rescue NSW before heading out via the 
free Marine Rescue NSW app or VHF Channel 
16.

For more boating safety tips visit: www.nsw.gov.
au/driving-boating-and-transport/waterways-
safety-and-rules

Supplied.

Contact:
upperhunter@parliament.nsw.gov.au;
Phone number: 6543 1065; 
Postal address: 
P.O. Box 493, Muswellbrook 2333.

Junior Tigers Celebrate Successful Year
It was a day of celebrations for the Aberdeen 
Junior Tigers when awards were handed out 
at the end of season presentation on Saturday.
Congratulations to the winners of our perpetual 
trophies, team awards, and all players for their 
efforts throughout the year!

The 2024 perpetual trophy awards were 
awarded to:
• Junior Tiger of the Year - Angus Sullivan
• Tiger with the Biggest Heart - Angus 

Sullivan & Jagah Hasselmann
• Darrel Croft Memorial Shield ‘Most Likely 

to Succeed’ - Theo Ballard
• Club Person of the Year - Di Miller

Sponsors for the 2024 season were very 
generous and assisting in making a successful 
year. These included: Cody’s Heavy Repairs 
Pty Ltd, Bengalla Mining Company, RGA 
Mining Services Pty Ltd, Perf’s Fabrication 
Welding, Hitachi Construction Machinery 
Australia, Vision Excavation, CH4 Drilling Pty 
Ltd, Inspec Maintenance Services, Dimmock’s 
Quality Meats,  True Blue Fencing, Commercial 
Hotel Aberdeen, Newgate farm, RJM Electrical, 
Aberdeen Old Boys and  AMC Solutions. We 
appreciate all that you do to support our club!

Junior Tiger of the Year - Angus Sullivan

Darrel Croft Memorial Shield ‘Most Likely to 
Succeed’ - Theo Ballard Club Person of the Year - Di Miller

Tiger with the Biggest Heart - Angus Sullivan 
& Jagah Hasselmann
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 20 Bridge Street, Muswellbrook NSW 2333 

 upperhunter@parliament.nsw.gov.au(02) 6543 1065 

Authorised by Dave Layzell MP, 20 Bridge Street, Muswellbrook NSW 2333   
Funded using Parliamentary entitlements.

HOW I CAN HELP YOU

Gloucester

Dungog

Singleton

Muswellbrook

Aberdeen

Scone

Broke

Branxton

Luskintyre

Lorn

Bolwarra

Maitland Vale

As your State MP I can make enquiries and 

representations on your behalf for matters involving 

NSW Government departments and agencies.

Upper Hunter Electorate Office

Dave Layzell MP
MEMBER FOR UPPER HUNTER

Council Notes (part two)
continued from page 2

• Youth and Community Centre in Murrurundi: Approved the construction 
of a new youth and community centre, including a covered basketball court 
and carpark, revitalising Wilson Memorial Park to serve as an inviting space 
for young people and families.

STATE OF THE SHIRE REPORT 2021–2024
Council endorsed the State of the Shire Report, detailing Council’s progress from 
2021 to 2024. This report covers achievements across infrastructure, economic 
growth, community health, and environmental sustainability, providing a foundation 
for the new Council as it builds on these efforts to meet community goals.

SCONE PARK GRANDSTAND UPGRADE PROPOSAL
Council endorsed the Scone Park Grandstand Upgrade proposal, a community-
driven project led by the Scone Rugby League Club. The plan includes a new 
grandstand, function room, canteen, and updated change rooms. 

Community feedback has shaped the design to include stormwater management, 
accessibility, and improved parking. With landowner’s consent granted, the Rugby 
League Club can now pursue development approvals and apply for funding.

CLOSED COUNCIL ITEMS
Council acknowledges community interest in the items discussed in its closed 
session, regarding Hunter Warbirds and Gumman Place Hostel. While details 
remain confi dential at this stage, closed Council sessions are only used when 
necessary, particularly for sensitive matters involving commercial, legal, or privacy 
concerns. Council is committed to transparency and will release further information 
once appropriate steps are completed.

For more details on other matters discussed, please refer to the meeting agenda 
available on the Upper Hunter Shire Council website, or head to our YouTube 
channel to watch the meeting. 
Supplied.
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The Latest on Vets Golf
GARY GRAY’S SURPRISE WIN
There were 43 players for the monthly Stfd event at Scone Golf Club 
on Tuesday, Oct 15 and the grey skies stayed dry for everyone. It was 
pleasing to welcome nine visitors from Russell Vale from the Illawarra 
area, for the game. Thank you to Ross Banks for the players’ draws 
and to Bob Minch for collating the finances. Welcome to new member 
Judy Collison.

Gary Gray surprised himself by winning the event with 35 points from 
George Campbell second 34, Bob Lawman third 34, Will Coward fourth 
34 and John Belfield fifth 34, with all on Count-backs. Sixth was Mick 
Alsleben 33 C/B and Carry Carter 33. Balls went to Lindsay Hodge 
33 and on 32 Christine Smith, Daryl Dutton and Dave Taylor. The 
Bradman’s trophy, kindly donated by Gary Morley was won by Joy 
Nelson. 

Nearest the Pins: - 4th Will Coward  13th Glenn Googe  8th Gary Leake     
17th John Belfield

SUE WILKS WON THE DAY!
The 27 Vets players who took part in the Stfd event on Tuesday, Oct 22 
enjoyed the ideal spring conditions and the fabulously prepared course 
(as usual) at Aberdeen Sport and Recreation Club. Thank you to Paul 
Constable for the shotgun start, to Treasurer Bob Minch for sorting the 
finances and to Dave Kerr for processing the score cards.

Sue Wilks won the day with 37 points from Graham Newton second 36 
C/B, Dave Taylor third 35 C/B, George Campbell 35 fourth and Garry 
Carter fifth 33 C/B.

Balls went to Christine Smith 33, Mick Alsleben 32, Reg Davidson 31 
and Tony Pearson and Ron Shuttleworth 30. The Bradman’s trophy, 
kindly donated by Gary Morley was won by Red Palmer (with a limp).

Nearest the Pins: (markers made by Red Palmer) :- 4th Glenn Googe     
13th Will Coward 9th Sue Wilks 18th Dave Bradshaw 7th George 
Campbell  16th Dave Taylor

FUTURE GAMES: 
Tuesdays

• Nov 5 at Denman, Stfd

• Nov 12 at Mbk for Morley’s Mulligans (please book-in with the 
proshop)

• Nov 19 at Scone, 2-person Ambrose (please book-in with Ross 
Banks in pairs)

• Nov 26 at Aberdeen, S&P, including the Jack White Final, and our 
Annual General Meeting (AGM).

(I have checked on the players in that Jack White final and they are : 
Gary Leake, Terry Mitchell, Brett Dann, Dave Taylor, Red Palmer, Gary 
Morley, Tony Pearson, Graham Newton, Dave Perfrement, Sue Wilks 
and Ron Shuttleworth (Nov 26). New members welcome.  Shotgun 
start by 8.30am.  Supplied.

Gary Gray won the Vet’s Stableford 
event at Scone on Oct 15 with 

35 points. He is congratulated by 
Annie Woods

Sue Wilks won the Vets’ Golf at 
Aberdeen Golf Club on Oct 22 with 
37 points. She is congratulated by 

Brett Dann
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